LOCAL LAWS OF INHERITANCE

usual proportion of a double share to each son. Where
custom differs from Shara' law is that if there is no son and
less than three daughters, the deceased's brother is entitled
to only a daughter's share, and if there are three or more
daughters, they take the whole, and paternal male relations
get nothing.

The laws of inheritance of the Qara Mountains are
peculiar. They are bound up with the cult of death sacri-
fice. Their wealth, as already shown, is generally in cows,
and at a man's decease half of his cattle are slaughtered as
a blood sacrifice. Creditors are allowed to claim up to
one-tenth of the estate, and what remains is divided be-
tween wives, sons and daughters. The wives take one-
tenth in a small estate and generally five cows when large
estates are involved. A peculiar feature of this group of
tribes is that if a woman has one daughter, or three daughters
and no son, no part of the estate passes to the nearest male
relative of the deceased husband's family, who would
under Muslim Holy Law normally get the largest share.
If she has two daughters it does. There thus seems t6 be
some special significance in the numbers i and 3. Another
point in which the mountain system differs from the usage
of the South Arabian tribes, but accords with Shara', is
that all wives get the same share irrespective of whether
they have borne children or not.

The wife in these tribes may not betray grief on the
death of her husband. Mothers, daughters and sisters may
weep and raise their voices, and amongst the Qara they let
down their hair, beat their heads, and pour dust upon
them; but a public show of pain for the man's loss would
disgrace a wife. She must hide herself.
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